Chronological List of Selected Pieces Using Melodrama

1770: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Pygmalion, first melodrama

1775: Georg Benda, Ariadne auf Naxos, first important German melodrama 

1779: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Thamos, König in Ägypten, play using melodrama

1780: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Zaïde, unfinished Singspiel using melodrama

1800: Luigi Cherubini, Les Deux Journées, opera using melodrama

1806: Ludwig van Beethoven, Fidelio, act 2, scene 1, grave-digging scene

1815: Gioacchino Rossini, La gazza ladra, opera using melodrama

1820: Franz Schubert, Die Zauberharfe, opera using melodrama

1821: Carl Maria von Weber, Der Freischütz, act 2, scene 2, Wolf's Glen scene

1823: Franz Schubert, Fierrabras, opera using melodrama near the end of Act II

1826: Franz Schubert, Abschied von der Erde, D. 824, chamber melodrama with pf

1828: Daniel Auber, La Muette de Portici, opera using pantomime-only melodrama

1831: Hector Berlioz, Lélio, ou Le retour à la vie, symphonic rather than operatic

1833: Heinrich Marschner, Hans Heiling, Act II, scene 2 includes melodrama

1847: Giuseppe Verdi, Macbeth (rev. 1865), includes melodrama

1849: Robert Schumann, Schön Hedwig, op. 106, chamber "declamation" with pf

1849: Robert Schumann, incidental music to Byron's Manfred (1848-9), melodrama

1853: Giuseppe Verdi, La traviata (1853), includes melodrama

1860: Franz Liszt, Lenore, chamber "recitation" with pf

1872: Franz Liszt, Der traurige Mönch, chamber "recitation" with piano

1874: Bedrich Smetana, The Two Widows, includes melodrama

1884: Jules Massenet, Manon, includes melodrama

1890: Pietro Mascagni, Cavalleria rusticana, includes melodrama

1891: Zdenko Fibich, Hippodameia, trilogy of monodramas

1892: Jules Massenet, Werther, includes melodrama

1896: Giacomo Puccini, La bohème, includes melodrama

1897: Richard Strauss, Enoch Arden, op. 38, chamber melodrama with pf

1905: Richard Strauss, Salome, opera using melodrama

1909: Arnold Schoenberg, Erwartung, op. 17, monodrama approaching Sprechstimme

1912: Arnold Schoenberg, Pierrot lunaire, op. 21, monodrama employing Sprechstimme

1916: Richard Strauss, Ariadne auf Naxos, revised, opera using melodrama

1922: Arnold Schoenberg, Die Jakobsleiter, unfinished oratorio, chorus in Sprechgesang

1922: William Walton, Façade, speaker and chamber ensemble

1929: Carl Nielson, Island [Iceland], speaker, piano

1930: Darius Milhaud, Christophe Colomb, op. 102, opera in two parts with melodrama 

1932: Arnold Schoenberg, Moses und Aron, unfinished, Moses uses Sprechstimme

1934: Igor Stravinsky, Perséphone, melodrama in 3 scenes

1935: Alban Berg, Lulu, unfinished, includes full spectrum of vocal delivery possibilities

1935: Arthur Honegger, Jeanne d'Arc au bûcher

1936: Sergey Prokofiev, Peter and the Wolf

1938: Arnold Schoenberg, Kol Nidre, op. 39

1942: Arnold Schoenberg, Ode to Napolean, op. 41, reciter, pf quintet

1945: Benjamin Britten, Peter Grimes, opera using melodrama

1947: Arnold Schoenberg, A Survivor from Warsaw, op. 46

1942: Aaron Copland, Lincoln Portrait
1946: Marc Blitzstein, The Airborne Symphony

1947: Benjamin Britten, The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra, spkr ad lib, orch

1948: Hans Werner Henze, Das Wundertheater
1948: Pierre Boulez, Le visage nuptial

1949: Ralph Vaughan Williams, An Oxford Elegy, spkr, small chorus, small orchestra

1953: Luigi Nono, Tre epitaffi per Federico García Lorca, 1951–3: 3. Memento: romance de la guardia civil española, speaker, speaking chorus, chorus, orchestra

1954: Thea Musgrave, Cant. for a Summer's Day, spkr, S, A, T, B, fl, cl, str qt, db

1956: Reginald Smith Brindle, Grafico della Petenera, Mez, Bar, spkr, SATB, orch

1958: Toru Takemitsu, Tableau noir, speaker, chamber orchestra

1960:
 Harry Partch, Revelation in the Courthouse Park, multimedia, inc. 4 speakers

1960: Michael Tippett, Words for Music Perhaps, spkr(s), b cl, tpt, perc, pf, vn, vc

1961: Igor Stravinsky, A Sermon, a Narrative and a Prayer, A, T, spkr, chorus, orch 

1962: David Amram, The American Bell, narrator and orchestra

1962: Stefan Wolpe, Street Music, speaker, baritone, fl, ob, cl, vc, pf

1964: Margaret Sutherland, Sequence of Verse into Music, speaker, ensemble

1965: Roy Harris, Sym. no.10 'Abraham Lincoln', speaker, SATB, brass, 2 pf, perc

1967: René Leibowitz, Motifs, op.74, speaker, cl, vn, vc, pf

1967: Daniel Pinkham, Jonah, speaker, solo voices, chorus, orchestra

1967: Gian Francesco Malipiero, L'aredodese, speaker, chorus, orchestra

1968: Alvin Lucier, Quatre poemes de Mallarme, narrator and orchestra

1968: Karlheinz Stockhausen, 12 Litanei, speaker, chorus

1969: Bernd Alois Zimmerman, Requiem fur einen jungen Dichter, speaker, vocal soloists, 3 choruses, orchestra, jazz group, organ, tape

1969: Alvin Lucier, The only Talking Machine of its Kind in the World, spkr, tape delay

1972: Frederic Rzewski, Attica, speaker, low instruments, ensemble

1972: Carlisle Floyd, Flower and Hawk 

1974: George Rochberg, Phaedra

1975: Einojuhani Rautavaara, Kainuu, speaker, mixed chorus, percussion

1976: Gordon Crosse, World Within, op.40, narrator, chamber ensemble

1978: Einojuhani Rautavaara, Odotus [Waiting], speaker, mixed chorus, organ

1982: Joseph Schwantner, New Morning for the World ("Daybreak of Freedom")

1984: Herbert Brun, SNOW (Sentences Now Open Wide), 3 spkrs, ensemble, tape

1985: Wolfgang Rihm, Andere Schatten, speaker, soloists, SATB, orchestra

1986: Erik Bergman, Lemminkainen, for narrator and mixed voices

1988: Judith Weir, Missa del Cid, speaker, chorus

1988: John Harbison, Christmas Vespers, speaker, brass quintet

1988: Steve Reich, Different Trains, uses taped speech 

1991: Lou Harrison, Homage to Pacifica, spkr, bn, perc, hp, psaltery, Javanese gamelan

1992: Lou Harrison, Suite, 4 haisho, percussion, speaker

1992: Roger Dean, Silent Waves, speaker, 2 instruments, tape

1996: Barry Truax, Patterns, female speaker, tape

1996: Robert Dick, 5 of the 10 Commandments of Modern Life and Love, flautist/spkr, live electronics

1996: Robert Dick, My Own Railroad, flautist/spkr (fl, b fl in F, pic), live elecs, 1996

1997: Geoffrey Poole, Rune Labyrinth (Anglo-Saxon texts), narrator, dancer, oboe, harp

2000: Claudio Ambrosini, Passione secondo Marco, speaker, vocalists, ensemble
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� This list was compiled primarily by searching the works list of The New Grove Dictionary of Music Online, ed. L. Macy (Accessed 19 August 2002), <http://www.grovemusic.com> and by consulting Donald Jay Grout, A Short History of Opera, 2nd edition, (London: Columbia University Press, 1965), Charlotte Greenspan, "Melodrama," The New Harvard Dictionary of Music, ed. Don Michael Randel (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1986), 481, and Anne Dhu Shapiro, "Melodrama," The New Grove Dictionary of Opera Online, ed. L. Macy (Accessed 13 August 2002). <http://www.grovemusic.com>.


� A monodrama is a melodrama for a single speaker.  See Shapiro, "Monodrama."


� The number of works including at least one narrator or speaker has increased dramatically since 1960; the listing here is only a small sampling of the many pieces available.
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